Identifying the epitope-specific T cell response to virus infections.
Virus infection induces an adaptive immune response by T cells that is specific for defined viral epitopes. The epitope-specific analysis of T cells has become an important tool for investigating the anti viral response following infection or vaccination. In this review, the inherent differences in the procedures to identify the epitopes are discussed. Specifically, the screening of lymphocytes for epitope specific responses and the usage of mass spectrometry for sequencing of viral epitopes are evaluated.